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CHAPTER 4 

War, Diplomacy, and the 
New Global Balance of Power 

T he last of the three sixteenth -century events that defined the modern world 
was the Protestant Reformation. From 1517 (the year of Martin Luther's pub

lic denunciation of church doctrines and practices) through 1648 (the end of the 
Thirty Years' War), Europeans engaged in numerous conflicts pitting Catholics 
against Protestants. The Protestant Reformation ended the dream of a universal 
Christian empire in Europe. The Peace of Westphalia that ended the Thirty Years' 
War recognized fixed territorial boundaries among the states of Europe and estab
lished the principle that the religion of a state's ruler would be the religion of the 
state. Europe was now permanently divided into a number of highly competitive 
sovereign states which sought to defend themselves agains·t each other, gain advan
tage over their adversaries, and, at times, establish a balance among themselves. 
In effect, both the modern state and the international political order assembled 
from those states-the modern state system-might be traced to the Protestant 
Reformation. We shall discuss the spread of the modern state system to the Middle 
East in a later chapter. First, however, it is necessary to see how the emergence of 
modern states in Europe affected the region in other ways. 

The Middle East was one of the place_s where the competition among European 
states played itself out. In the eastern Mediterranean, this competition came to be 
known as the "Eastern Question:' At first, the Eastern Questi<;>n involved Britain 
and France. Over the course of the nineteenth century, it came to include Britain, 
France, and Russia, then, finally, Britain, France, Russia, and Germany. On the 
northern frontier of Persia, a related competition pit Great Britain against Russia. 
This competition was known as the "Great Game;' a term popularized by the 
British writer Rudyard Kipling in his novel Kim. Both competitions are the subject 
of this chapter. 

Let us begin by looking at how the Eastern Question evolved. From its found
ing in the sixteenth century, the Ottoman Empire played a role in the European 
balance of power. The sixteenth century was the glorious era of Ottoman expan
sion. The empire pushed forward its borders in southeastern Europe at the expense 
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of the Habsburg Empire, the dominant power in much of central Europe and the 
Balkans. As mentioned before, the Ottomans even laid siege twice to the Habsburg 
capital of Vienna. On the seas, the Ottomans fought Venice for naval supremacy in 
the Mediterranean. By the last quarter of the sixteenth century, the Ottomans had 
conducted raiding expeditions on the Mediterranean as far west as Italy, and even 
captured the western Mediterranean port city of Tunis from the Spanish. 

To ease their military expansion at the expense of Venice and the Habsburg 
Empire, the Ottomans made alliances with anti-Habsburg states that were more 
than anxious to encourage Ottoman diplomatic interference in European affairs. 
Thus, in 1533 (four years after the first siege of Vienna), the Ottomans sent ten 
thousand gold pieces to Francis I of France so that he might join with Britain and 
some German states in an alliance against the Habsburgs. 

The Protestant Reformation played a direct role in Ottoman strategies with 
regard to Europe. The Ottomans viewed the Protestant movement and Protestant 
states as natural allies in their common struggle against the pretensions of the 
Catholic Habsburgs. The Ottomans supported Protestant movements because 
they viewed them as a potential fifth column in Europe, and actually encouraged 
Calvinist missionaries to propagate their doctrines in the Ottoman -controlled 
area that is now Hungary and Transylvania (yes, that Transylvania), a region 
in contemporary Romania. Likewise, Protestant and anti-Habsburg monarchs 
of Europe were not blind to the strategic value of Ottoman friendship. When 
Henry VIII of England broke with the Catholic Church and established the 
Church of England, he confiscated church property. Brass church bells were 
melted down and the tin they contained found its way to the Ottomans. Tin 
was an essential ingredient in the manufacture of artillery. It was scarce in the 
Ottoman Empire but not in the place the ancient Romans had once called the 
"Tin Islands"-Great Britain. 

The Ottomans took the offensive in trade policy as well. In 1569, they granted 
the first effective capitulations to the French. Capitulations were clauses attached 
to treaties that granted special economic, commercial, legal, and religious rights 
and privileges to representatives of foreign powers in the Ottoman Empire. For 
exampl~, capitulations might grant European traders the right to establish com
mercial enclaves in the Ottoman Empire, to construct a church for their exclusive 
use, to have recourse to the courts of their own nations, or to be exempt from 
taxes. The granting of capitulations was an important part of the Ottoman diplo
matic arsenal. It enabled the Ottomans to gain the favor of potential allies in the 
Christian world. At the same time, capitulations enabled the imperial government 
to increase customs revenues and obtain goods needed by the empire. Here we 
see a perfect correspondence between the economic policies of the mercantilist 
states of Europe and those of the Ottoman Empire: Mercantilist states wanted to 
accumulate gold by exporting more than they imported; the Ottomans were con
cerned with maintaining stocks of vital commodities for which they were willing 
to pay. The capitulations provided both with the means to realize their economic 
strategies. 
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Since the capitulations encouraged European imports, European merchants 
and the governments that backed them used the capitulations to bring about the 
economic penetration of the Ottoman Empire. As a matter of fact, it might be 
said that during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the capitulations pro
vided the means by which Europeans were able to penetrate Ottoman markets. 
After the French, the Ottomans granted the Dutch, the British, and the Russians 
capitulatory privileges. Capitulations were not abolished in most of the Ottoman 
domains until1914. The end of capitulations in Egypt had to wait until1937. Well 
before that time, capitulations had become a major bone of contention between 
the Ottomans and Europeans, particularly because Ottoman merchants felt they 
had to operate at a disadvantage compared to their European counterparts, who 
could avoid taxes and customs duties. 

During the seventeenth century, the nature of Ottoman-European relations 
began to change. The Ottomans were no longer the unbeatable foe they had once 
been. In 1656, the Venetians destroyed the Ottoman fleet not far off the coast 
of Istanbul, and in 1699 the Ottomans were forced out of the territories of con
temporary Hungary, Croatia, and parts of Romania by the Habsburg Empire. 
But worse was yet to come. New, more powerful states supplanted the Habsburgs 
and Venetians as the main Ottoman adversaries, and as the new Atlantic econ
omy displaced the Mediterranean economy, a wider area for conflict between the 
Ottomans and Europeans emerged. 

The Ottomans were thus pushed onto the defensive, and as the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries progressed, the problem faced by Et:tropean statesmen was no 
longer how to defend against Ottomar.t expansion. Instead, the problem became 
what to do about an increasingly enfeebled Ottoman Empire. Ottoman collapse 
or retreat from Europe would, after all, have a disruptive effect on the balance of 
power in Europe. Thus, a series of new questions arose in international affairs. If the 
Ottoman Empire collapsed, what would become of the territory under its control, 
particularly the Turkish Straits (the narrow channel connecting the Black Sea with 
the Mediterranean)? If the Ottomans were pushed out of Europe, what would be 
the fate of its possessions in the Balkans, such as the territories that are now Greece, 
Bulgaria, and Serbia? What would be the role of Russia in the European balance of 
power, and since Russia was the strongest Orthodox Christian state, what would be 
Russia's relationship with Orthodox Christians in the Ottoman Balkans and Middle 
East? All these questions were elements of the Eastern Question. 

These questions were not posed in a void. Over the course of the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries, three processes forced European statesmen to confront 
them time after time: the consolidation of the Russian imperial state under Peter 
the Great (r. 1689-1725) and Catherine the Great (r. 1762-1796) and its relent
less drive to the south; the overflow of British-French rivalries into European, 
Mediterranean, and Indian affairs; and the internal fragmentation of the Ottoman 
Empire as a result of secessionist movements in the Balkans and attempts by lead
ers of Egypt to gain autonomy for their province. Over the course of two centuries, 
these processes created crisis after crisis for European and Ottoman diplomats. 
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II 
Vignette 

The Siege of Vienna Made Palatable 

The second Ottoman siege ofVienna began in July 1683 and lasted for two months. 
For the inhabitants of the Austrian capital, the experience was horrific. According 
to one eyewitness account: 

After a Siege of Sixty days, accompanied with a Thousand Difficulties, 
Sicknesses, Want of Provisions, and great Effusion of Blood, after a Million 
of Cannon and Musquet Shot, Bombs, Granadoes, and all sorts of Fire 
Works, which has changed the Face of the fairest and most flourishing 
City in the World, disfigured and ruined most part of the best Palaces of 
the same, and chiefly those of the Emperor; and damaged in many places 
the Beautiful Tower and Church of St. Stephen, with many Sumptuous 
Buildings. After a Resistance so vigorous, and the Loss of so many brave 
Officers and Souldiers, whose Valour and Bravery deserve Immortal Glory. 
After so many Toils endured, so many Watchings and so many Orders so 
prudently distributed by Count Staremburgh, and so punctually executed 
by the other Officers. After so many new Retrenchments, Pallizadoes, 
Parapets, new Ditches in the Ravelins, Bastions, Courtins, and principal 
Streets and Houses in the Town: Finally, after a Vigorous Defence and a 
Resistance without parallel, Heaven favourably heard the Prayers and 
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During the eighteenth century, Russia became the principal antagonist of the 
Ottoman Empire. There were_ two reasons for this. First, the tsars and Orthodox 
establishment saw Russia as the center of Orthodox Christianity (after the Ottoman 
capture of Constantinople they called Moscow "the Third R~me") and protector of 
Orthodox populations outside its borders. Many of those populations lived within 
the Ottoman Empire. In addition-and probably more important-was the strate
gic factor that motivated Russian-confrontation with the Ottoman Empire. Russia 
was landlocked for much of the year because freezing temperatures prevented use 
of its northern harbors. Russian governments therefore coveted the warm-water 
ports. of the Black Sea and Turkish Straits as a commercial and naval outlet to the 
Mediterranean. Only one thing stood in the way of Russia's Mediterranean ambi
tion: the Ottoman Empire. 

Beginning in 17 68 Russia and the Ottoman Empire became involved in a series 
of wars, all of which ended badly for the Ottomans. The first of these wars ended 
in 177 4 with the signing of the Treaty of Kuchuk Kainarja. According to the terms 
of the treaty the Ottomans ceded to the Russians parts of the Crimean Peninsula, 
which gave Russia a foothold on the Black Sea. Just as bad for the Ottomans, the 
Russians won freedom of navigation on the sea and the right of their merchant 
ships to pass through the straits. 

With Russia on the Black Sea and, after another war with the Ottomans, 
Russian influence guaranteed in the Caucasus, the Russians began to put pressure 
on Persia. In 1801, Russia incorporated the Kingdom of Georgia. Twelve years later, 
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Tears of a Cast-down and Mournful People, and retorted the Terror on a 
powerful Eremy, and drove him from the Walls of Vienna. 

With all due respect to Count Staremburgh, the decisive factor in forcing the 
Ottomans to abandon their siege and withdraw their forces was the arrival of a 
detachment of Polish cavalry under the command of Jan Ill Sobieski. The Viennese, 
who shortly before the siege was raised ha:d been contemplating the horrifying 
consequences of defeat, now reveled in their seemingly miraculous victory. In 
keeping with the triumphant sentiment, Viennese bakers decided to celebrate 
the victory by baking their bread in the shape of the Ottoman symbol-the cres
cent moon-which their customers then symbolically ate. Thus were croissants 

invented. 
There is another story about the culinary effects of the siege of Vienna which, 

according to most historians, does not stand up to scrutiny. Nevertheless, it is a good 
story and deserves repeating. According to this story, the Jewish bakers of Vienna 
decided that they, too, would bake their bread in a celebratory shape. Wishing to 
memorialize the heroic exploits of Jan Ill Sobieski's cavalry, the bakers decided to bake 
their bread in the shape of a stirrup-round, with a hole in its center. The German 
word for stirrup is bilge/. Hence, of course/ the invention of bagels. (While a good story, 
most etymologists trace the word "bagel" to the German verb "biegen;"'to bend:') 

Russia won the exclusive right to have warships on the Caspian Sea. Nevertheless, 
the Russian drive south might have been of minimal concern to other European 
states, particularly Great Britain, had it not been for the second element of the 
Eastern Question: the British-French colonial rivalry. 

In the eighteenth century the profitability of colonies established by France and 
Britain over the cours.e of previous centuries declined. Each state sought to consolidate 
its possessions and frustrate the strategic ambitions of the other. Each state attempted 
to seize control of the other's colonies. The result was a series of long-forgotten wars, 
such as the War of the Spanish Succession and the War of the Austrian Succession, 
that dragged in most European powers a~d that were fought on several continents at 
the same time. The most important of .these wars was the Seven Years' War (1756-
1763), known in the United St.ates as the French and Indian War. As a result of the 
war, France lost to Britain almost all its colonial possessions in North A·merica east of 
the Mississippi and in India, retaining only a few scattered trading stations. 

The Seven Years' War thus made Great Britain the dominant European power 
in India. For the next two centuries, protecting its position in India and protect
ing the route from Great Britain to India would be a primary concern for British 
governments. 

With the virtual eradication of French power on the subcontinent, the greatest 
threat to that position came from the north-Russia. Hence, the Great Game, the 
competition between Russia and Britain for influence in Central Asia and Persia, 
considered by British strategists the gateway to India. George Nathaniel Curzon, 
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British viceroy of India, wrote in 1892: 

Not content with a spoil that would rob Persia at one sweep of the entire north
ern half of her dominions, [Russia] turns a longing eye southwards, and yearns 
for an outlet upon the Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean. The movements ... along 
the south and east borders of Khorasan, the activity of her agents in regions far 
beyond the legitimate radius of an influence restricted to North Persia, her tenta
tive experiments in the direction of Seistan -are susceptible of no other inter
pretation than a design to shake the influence of Great :Britain in South Persia, 
to dispute the control of the Indian Seas, and to secure the long-sought base for 
naval operations in the east. 

On the other hand, at the end of the Seven Years' War France had few options 
to obtain raw materials and market finished goods. France lacked control of the 
seas, had a growing urban population, and had an inadequate food supply. With the 
Atlantic under British domination, France began to focus on the Mediterranean. 
Over time, policy makers in France began to look to western North Africa as a site 
for colonization and to Egypt as a source of grain to overcome their overcrowding 
and food supply problems. 

In 1798, Napoleon Bonaparte, then a general acting under the orders of 
the French Revolutionary Directorate, invaded Egypt. Some in the directorate 
had wanted Napoleon to attack Britain, but this seemed too risky to the gen
eral. Instead, he landed troops in Egypt to gain access to Egyptian grain and to 
threaten the British route to India from the Mediterranean. Napoleon did not 
think that his invasion would create difficulties between France and the Ottoman 
Empire. Under the latter-day_ mamluks, Egypt had been virtually independent, 
and Napoleon claimed he was willing to govern Egypt in the name of the sultan. 
But the French invasion created economic chaos in the Ottoman Empire. Prices 
of grain and coffee doubled in Istanbul within the year, and the Ottomans were 
not fooled by Napoleon's declarations of disinterest. Thus, the Ottomans allied 
themselves with the British (and the Russians). In the Battle of the Nile, the.British 
destroyed Napoleon's communication lines with France and made Napoleon's 
position in Egypt risky. The British and Ottomans eventually forced the surrender 
of the French army in Egypt. By that time, Napoleon had already sailed back to 
France to seize power there. 

The French adventure in Egypt is important for two reasons. The first is the 
emergence of Mehmet Ali, the leader of an Albanian contingent attached to the 
Ottoman army that fought the French in Egypt. After the French, British, and 
most other Ottoman troops had left Egypt, Mehmet Ali took advantage of the 
chaos they had left and assumed power. He and his heirs would rule Egypt, first as 
Ottoman governors, then, after 1914, as kings. The Mehmet Ali dynasty of Egypt 
lasted until1953. 

· In addition to the emergence of the Mehmet Ali dynasty in Egypt, the 
French adventure forced Britain to reassess its role in the eastern Mediterranean. 
Napoleon's invasion of Egypt demonstrated to the British the vulnerability of their 
communication and supply lines to India. For the most part, British policy would 
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Vignette 

Provoking a Global War 

During the eighteenth century, European powers fought a series of wars that were 
global in scope. For the Middle East, the most significant of these wars was the 
seven Years' War (1756-1763), which was fought in Europe, the Mediterranean, 
the Caribbean, the Pacific, Africa, and North and South America. As a result of the 
war, the French adopted their"Mediterranean strategy" and Britain, now the undis
puted European power in India, came to view the protection of the route to India 

as its overriding imperial interest. 
As in the case of many other momentous conflicts throughout history, a 

minor incident sparked the Seven Years' War. Worried about French expansion 
into the Ohio River Valley, Governor Robert Dinwiddie of the British Virginia colony 
appointed an untested twenty-one-year-old surveyor to lead a detachment of 
troops to warn the French out of the area. Coming upon a French encampment in 
an area that is now western Pennsylvania, the Virginians surrounded their adver
saries and opened fire. They killed ten of the French party and captured another 
twenty. The French protested, calling the incident an unprovoked attack on a 
diplomatic party. After they captured the surveyor, the French even got him to 
sign a statement in which he called the killing of the leader of the French party 
"/'assassinat;' an assassination. Britain and France soon went to war. In the words 
of British statesman Horace Walpole, "The volley fired by a young Virginian in the 
backwoods of America set the world on fire:' Perhaps the young Virginian pan
icked. Perhaps he was correct to assume that the French party was a war party. 
Whatever the case, the young Virginian whose action sparked a global war would 
later redeem himself to posterity. Acting in concert with the French, George 
Washington, as commander-in-chief of the Continental Army, went on to eliminate 
much of the British empire in North America-an empire built in the wake of his 
youthful impetuousness. 

remain one of ensuring the survival, and sometimes the territorial integrity, of 
the Ottoman state, if only to prevent competition from one or another European 
power in the_ eastern Mediterranean. The occasional deviation notwithstanding, 
this policy was only reversed with the o:risetofWorld War I in 1914. 

At the close of the Napoleonic era, the third process mentioned above-the 
internal fragmentation of the Ottoman Empire-began to redefine the nature of 
the Eastern Question. For the rest of the nineteenth century, the Eastern Question 
was concerned with the conflict between the Ottoman government and its Balkan 
subjects, on the one hand, and between the Ottoman government and its unruly 
governors in Egypt, on the other. When Balkan nationalists demanded indepen
dence, or when Mehmet Ali and his descendants demanded greater autonomy for 
Egypt, the Ottoman government resisted, as imperial governments are wont to do. 
Often, European powers stepped into the fray in an attempt to find some solution 
that would protect the interests of each state while not upsetting the overall bal
ance of power in Europe. 
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There were several reasons for the rise of Balkan nationalism during the 
immediate post-Napoleonic period. Most important was the consolidation and 
spread of the world system of nation-states. Starting in the nineteenth century, 
the nation-state became the gold standard for political organization worldwide. 
At the root of any modern nation-state lies the belief that because a given popula
tion shares (or can be made to share) certain identifiable characteristics-religion, 
language, history, and so on-it merits an independent existence. Any people that 
wanted to play in the big leagues of international politics had to join the world 
system of nation -states and be recognized as the local franchise of the system. 

Nationalism emerged in the Balkans during the early nineteenth century for 
another reason as well. Nationalist movements can only emerge under a proper set 
of circumstances. The appearance of these circumstances does not guarantee the 
emergence of nationalist movements; rather, the circumstances form the precondi
tions without which nationalist movements could not exist. We can identify three 
such circumstances that enabled the emergence of nationalism in the Balkans. 
First is the emergence of an intelligentsia that could articulate the doctrines and 
rationale for nationalist movements. This intelligentsia acts as a mediator between 
the international community and the population. Such an intelligentsia emerged 
in the Balkans during the nineteenth century. The second circumstance necessary 
for the emergence of nationalism is the spread of market relations among a popu
lation. Market relations unite the population economically and create a division of 
labor within proposed national boundaries. It just so happened that there was an 
enormous economic growth and internal economic differentiation in the Balkans 
in the wake of the Napoleonic Wars. Finally, there is the presence of a clearly iden
tifiable "other" against which nationalist movements might mobilize. This "other" 
is anyone who does not share whatever distinguishing characteristics a nationalist 
movement credits to the nation. In the case of Balkan nationalisms, this "other" 
was usually the Turkish-speaking Muslim elites who governed them, although in 
some cases "Greeks" would do. 

This is not to say that the Ottoman Empire was an alien power that imposed 
its presence on preexisting nations of Bulgarians, Greeks, Serbs, and so on. That 
would be the equivalent of saying that nations are timeless and natural entities 
rather than entities that are modern and fabricated. While some would argue that 
the former is the case, most scholars of nationalism working today do not agree. 
Instead, most would say that once the logic of nationalism is ·accepted-the one
ness of a population on the basis of shared characteristics-those who do not share 
those characteristics become unabsorbable "others:' 

The final reason for the emergence of Balkan nationalisms was that these 
nationalisms were encouraged from the outside. The Russians, for example, wanted 
allies in the Balkans. If independent states in. the region were to emerge from the 
Ottoman Empire, those states would, more likely than not, want to use Russia as 
a counterweight to the Ottoman Empire. In return, the Russians would be able 
to gain their strategic goal. The Russians were not alone in supporting Balkan 
nationalisms, however. Throughout Europe the cause of Greek independence, 
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for example, became a cause celebre, drawing in a diverse group of liberals and 
Romantics, including the English poet Lord Byron. He described the struggle of 
his idealized Greece thus: 

The isles of Greece, the isles of Greece! 
Where burning Sappho loved and sung, 
Where grew the arts of war and peace, 
Where Delos rose and Phoebus sprung! 
Eternal summer gilds them yet, 
But all, except their sun, is set .... 

The mountains look on Marathon
And Marathon looks on to sea; 

And musing there an hour alone, 
I dream'd that Greece might still be free; 
For standing on the Persians' grave, 
I could not deem myself a slave .... 

And William Gladstone, the sometime prime minister of Britain during the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century, coined the term ((unspeakable Turk'' in his 1876 
pamphlet, ((The Bulgarian Horrors and the Question of the East:' Gladstone used 
his pamphlet as a stick to beat his political rival, Benjamin Disraeli, who quite logi
cally seemed more concerned about maintaining Britain's strategic position than 
about Bulgarian independence. 

Thus, starting in the second decade of the nineteenth century a series of revolts 
took place against Ottoman c9ntrol in the Balkans. From these revolts, a host of 
independent states emerged, from Serbia and Greece to Romania and Bulgaria. 
These states arose at the confluence of three empires: the Ottoman, the Habsburg, 
and the Russian. By the end of the nineteenth century, the Balkans had thus become 
a tinderbox, arraying nationalist movements against each other, empires against 
nationalist movements, and empires against each other. The Pruss ian foreign min
ister Otto von Bismarck once remarked that a world war would one day be sparked 
by some "damned fool incident in the Balkans:' He was, of course, right. 

The Greek revolt of 1821 is _particularly important, for it endangered the bal
ance of power in Europe by threatening the very integrity of the Ottoman Empire. 
To put down the revolt, the Ottomans called on their nominal vassal, Mehmet 
Ali, who had by this time built the best ariny in the empire. The Ottomans prom
ised Mehmet Ali control over Syria if he suppressed the revolt. At first Mehmet 
Ali's army was successful in putting down the insurgents. But when reports 
reached Europe that Egyptian troops had conducted mass deportations-ethnic 
cleansing-the great powers intervened. At the Battle of Navarino a combined 
British/French/Russian fleet destroyed the Egyptian fleet and ultimately forced the 
Ottoman Empire to accept Greek autonomy, then Greek independence. 

Nevertheless, for Mehmet Ali a deal was a deal, and Syria belonged to him. 
In 1831, his army invaded Syria and then, when the Ottomans protested, it began 
a march on Istanbul. To save themselves, the Ottomans initially threw themselves 
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into the arms of Russia-an act which naturally worried the British. In response, 
the British for the first time committed themselves to protecting the integrity of 
the Ottoman Empire, issuing the following statement: 

His majesty's government attach great importance to the maintenance of the 
integrity of the Ottoman Empire, considering that state to be a material element 
in the general balance of power in Europe. 

In 1840, the British and Ottomans together forced the Egyptians out of Syria. To 
ensure that Russian influence over the Ottoman Empire would be limited, the 
British organized a conference in London that made the concert of European 
powers-not any single power-the ultimate guarantor of the Ottoman Empire. 

Overall, the concert of European powers managed both to protect the inter
ests of the individual European nations in the Ottoman Empire and to diffuse 
crisis after crisis through diplomacy. Only once during the remainder of the 
century-during the Crimean War of 1853-1856-did European nations go to 
war to resolve a dispute involving the Ottoman Empire. But the establishment of a 
united Germany in 1871 disrupted the European balance of power, and thus dis
rupted the concert of Europe. And the end of the concert of Europe in 1914 her
alded the end of the Ottoman Empire. But here we are getting ahead of ourselves. 
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DOCUMENTS 

Evliya Chelebi: Seyahataname (1) 

Evilya Chelebi (1611-1684?) was a Turkish traveler and travel writer. His Seya
hataname (Travelogue) is an account of the various tours he took in the Otto
man Empire. In this selection, he describes the sprawling Topkapi Palace, the 
primary residence of the sultans. He served there as a page in the court of 
Sultan Murat IV. While the account is surely exaggerated, it does reflect the 
sense of awe which the palace was intended to inspire. 

The Conqueror, having thus become possessed of so great a treasure (i.e. Con
stantinople), bethought himself that the most needful thing for a monarch was to 
build himself a permanent abode. He therefore expended the sum of three thou
sand purses on the erection of the New Palace. The best of several metrical dates 
(1) inscribed over the Imperial Gate is the one at the bottom, carved in conspicu
ous gold letters on a white marble tablet: ~Khallad Allahu ~azza sahibiki: (May God 
make the Glory of its Master eternal!) 

Never has a more beautiful edifice been erected by the art of man; for, situated 
by the edge of the sea, having the Black Sea on the North and the White Sea (Sea 
of Marmora) on the East, it should rather be likened to a town placed at the conflu
ence of two seas than to a palace. 

Its founder was the second Solomon, lskender Zulkarnein. The Conqueror's 
palace was built upon the ruins of earlier edifices erected by former sovereigns to 

, which he added seventy private, public and other well-appointed apartments such 
as a confectionary, bakery, hospital, armoury, mat-store, wood-shed, granary, inner 
and outer stables each one resembling the stable of Antar (2), several storerooms 
ranged round the garden delightful as the Garden of lram (3), and planted with 
twenty thousand cypresses,- plane trees, weeping willows, thuyas, pines and box
trees, with an aviary and tulip bed which to this day may be compared to the garden 
of Jinns. 

In the centre of this garden there stands a pleasant hill and slope on which 
the Conqueror erected forty private apartments wainscoated with tiles, a Hall of 
Audience (Arz-Odasi) inside the Gate of Felicity (Bab-1 Saadet), and a fine horse
parade, to the east of which he built a bath close to the Privy Treasury. Adjoin
ing this are the aviary, pantry, Treasurer's chamber, the senior and junior pages' 
quarters, the Seferlis' (4) and KUikhan (5) chambers, the mosque attached to the 
BUyUk-Oda, and the gymnasium which adjoins the bath mentioned above. The 
privy chambers already mentioned were occupied by three thousand pages, fair 
as Joseph, richly attired in chemises- fragrant as roses, with embroidered bon
nets and robes smothered in gold and jewels, each one having his appointed 
place in the Emperor's service, where he must be ready at any moment to 
attend. 

There were no women's quarters in the palace, and these were added later on 
in the reign of Sultan Suleyman. The latter also had quarters built for the black and 
white eunuchs, a recreation pavilion and a council chamber where the seven Vezfrs 
of the Divan met four times a week. 

Sultan Mehmet likewise surrounded this strongly fortified palace with a wall. 
This had 366 towers and 12,000 merlons, its total circumference being 6,500 paces, 
with sixteen gates, great and small. 
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Besides the officers already mentioned, there were 12,000 Bostanjis who lived 
within the precincts of the Palace. Forty thousand persons all told lodged within 

its walls. 

Notes 
1. A.H. 876-877 A.D. 1471-1472. 
2. A legendary Arab hero 
3. The legendary garden of King Shaddad of Arabia (cf. Rubayat of Omar Khayyam 

(Fitzgerald's translation), v. II ram indeed is gone with all his rose: 
4. These were pages who accompanied the Sultan when on campaign. 
s. Heating-apparatus for the bath. 

Alexander Pal lis, In the Days of the Janissaries: Old Turkish Life as Depicted in the "Travel-Book" 
of Ev/iya Chelebi (London: Hutchinson and Co., 1951 ), pp. 103-104. 

Evliya Chelebi: Seyahataname (2) 

In this selection, Evliya Chelebi describes the casting of cannon in Topkhane 
(Tophane), a district of Istanbul. Not surprisingly, the name means 11Cannon 
foundry" in Turkish. 

Topkhane in the time of the Infidels was a convent situated in the midst of a forest 
where now stands the mosque of Jihangfr. It was dedicated to St. Alexander, and 
the infidels still visit it once a year on that Saint's feast day. A tradition says that 
lskender Zulkarnein chained to this spot a number of magicians and witches from 
the country of Gog and Magog by heaping mountains upon them, with the injunc
tion to go to sea during the forty winter days in brazen ships and keep watch over 
the waters surrounding Constantinople; but those demons having cut passage 
through the mountains enclosing the Black Sea, it broke through the Bosphorus 
engulfing the demons in the waters. 

Mehmet II erected at this spot the gun-foundry which Bayazft II subsequently 
enlarged, adding the barracks. In the time of Suleyman I, who reigned forty-eight 
years, all kings and monarchs yielded peacefully to his sway with the exception of 
the Emperor of Germany who continued at war. Of these forty-eight years Suleyman 
spent four in waging war in Arabia, four in Persia, four against the Venetians, and 
thirty-six against the Emperor of Germany. These Germans be a race of strong, war
like, cunnir:--g, devilish, coarse infidels whom, excelling as they did in artillery, Sultan 
Suleyman endeavored to get equal with by recruiting gunners and artillerymen 
from all countries with the offer of rich rewards. He pulled down the gun foundry 
built by his predecessors and erected a new one; no one who has not seen it is able 
to judge of that which may be achieved by human strength and intelligence .... 

On the day when cannon are to be cast, the masters, foremen, and founder, 
together with the Grand Master of Artillery, the Chief Overseer, Imam, Muezzin 
and timekeeper, all assemble and, to their cries of/Allah! Allah!; the wood is thrown 
into the furnaces. After these have been heated for twenty-four hours, the found
ers and stokers strip naked, wearing nothing but their slippers, an odd kind of cap 
which leaves nothing but their eyes visible, and thick sleeves to protect their arms; 
for, after the fire has been alight in the furnaces twenty-four hours, no person can 
approach on account of the heat, save he be attired in the above manner. Whoever 
wishes to see a good picture of the fires of Hell should witness this sight. 
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The twenty-four hours having elapsed, the Vezirs, the Mufti and Sheikhs are 
summoned; only forty persons, besides the personnel of the foundry, are admit
ted all told. The rest of the attendants are shut out, because the metal, when in 
fusion, will not suffer to be looked at by evil eyes. The masters then desire the 
Vezirs and sheikhs who are seated on sofas at a great distance to repeat unceas
ingly the words 'There is no power and strength save Allah!'Thereupon the mas
ter-workmen with wooden shovels throw several hundredweight of tin into the 
sea of molten brass, and the head-founder says to the Grand Vizier, Vezirs and 
Sheikhs: 'Throw some gold and silver coins into the brazen sea as alms, in the ' 
name of the True Faith!' Poles as long as the yards of ships are used for mixing 
the gold and silver with the metal and are replaced as fast as consumed. 

As soon as the surface of the brass begins to bubble, the master workmen 
know that it is in a complete state affusion. More wood is thrown into the furnaces, 
great care being taken that not a drop of water gets in, because a drop of water 
thrown into the molten brass would burst asunder the gun-mould and wipe out all 
those present. On both sides of the ovens forty to fifty sheep are kept in readiness. 
The whole company then rise to their feet, the timekeeper giving notice to the 
master of the furnace half an hour before it is time to open the mouth. The almoner 
recites the accustomed prayers, and the whole assembly cry aloud: 'Amen: All are 
very fervent and zealous in their prayers, for it is a most dangerous business and 
one in which many master-workmen and vezirs have lost their lives. 

The time-limit having expired and been announced by the timekeeper, the 
head-founder and master-workmen, attired in their clumsy felt dresses, open the 
mouth of the furnace with iron hooks exclaiming 'Allah! Allah!'The metal, as it begins 
to flow, casts a glare on the men's faces at a hundred paces' distance. The Vezirs and 
sheikhs, donning white shirts, sacrifice the sheep on either side of the furnace. The 
metal flows from channel to channel into the moulds, the largest taking half and 
hour to fill; the stream of brass is then stopped by a mass of oily clay and flows on to 
the next. Prayers are said once again, and so on till the end, when seventy robes of 
honour are distributed and increases of pay granted. The men doff their dresses of 
felt, and the Grand Master of Artillery gives a feast in honour of the Grand Vizier .... 

Alexander Pall is, In the Days of the Janissaries: Old Turkish Life as Depicted in the 'Travel-Book" of 
Evliya Chelebi (London: Hutchinson and Co., 1951 ), pp. 89-91. 

Draft Treaty of Amity & Commerce between the 
Ottoman Empire and France, February 1535 

The following commercial agreementbetween the Ottoman Empire and France 
was negotiated in 1535. Although never ratified, it demonstrates the sort of 
privileges sought by European powers in their dealings with the empire. 

Be it known to everybody that in the year of Jesus Christ one thousand five hundred 
and thirty-five, in the month of February, and of Mohammed 941, in the moon of 
Chaban, Sire Jean de Ia Forest, privy councilor, and ambassador of the most excel
lent and most powerful prince Francis, by the grace of God most Christian King of 
France, accredited to the most powerful and invincible Grand Signior, Sultan Sulei
man, Emperor of the Turks, and having discussed with the powerful and magnificent 
Signior Ibrahim, Serasker of the Sultan, the calamities and disadvantages which are 
caused by war, and, on the other hand, the good, quiet, and tranquillity derived from 
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peace; and knowing how good it is to prefer the one (peace) to the other (war), each 
of them guaranteeing the above-mentioned monarchs, their superiors, they have 
negotiated and agreed upon the following chapters and conventions in the name 
and on the honor of the said monarchies which are the protectors of their compo
nent States and the benefactors of their subjects: 

1. They have negotiated, made, and concluded a valid and sure peace and sincere 
concord in the name of the above Grand Signior and King of France during their 
lives and for the kingdoms, dominions, provinces, castles, cities, ports, harbors, 
seas, islands, and all other places they hold and possess at present or may pos
sess in the future, so that all subjects and tributaries of said sovereigns who 
wish may freely and safely, with their belongings and men, navigate on armed 
or unarmed ships, travel on land, reside, remain in and return to the ports, cities, 
and all other places in their respective countries for their trade, and the like shall 
be done for their merchandise. 

11. Likewise, the said subjects and tributaries of the said monarchs shall, respectively 
be able to buy, sell, exchange, move, and transport by sea and land from one 
country to the other all kinds of merchandise not prohibited, by paying only the 
ordinary customs and ancient dues and taxes, to wit, the Turks, in the dominions 
of the King, shall pay the same as Frenchmen, and the said Frenchmen in the 
dominions of the Grand Signior shall pay the same as the Turks, without being 
obliged to pay any other new tribute, impost, or storage due. 

111. Likewise, whenever the King shall send to Constantinople or Pera or other places 
of this Empire a bailiff-just as at present he has a consul at Alexandria-the 
said bailiff and consul shall be received and maintained in proper authority so 
that each one of them may in his locality, and without being hindered by any 
judge, cadi, soubashi, or other, according to his faith and law, hear, judge, and 
determine all causes, suits, and differences, both civil and criminal, which might 
arise between merchants and other subjects of the King .... 

J. C. Hurewitz, The Middle East and North Africa in World Politics: A Documentary Record, vol. 1: 
European Expansion, 1535-1914 (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1975), pp. 2-3. 

The Travels of Sir John Chard in into Persia and 
the East-Indies 

Sir John Chardin (1643-1713) was an Anglo-French traveler who began his 
travels to the East when he was twenty-one years old. In this selection, he 
describes the rival trade missions to the Ottoman Empire and the inflation
inducing trade in debased coins. 

The English drive a great Trade at Smyrna, and over all the Levant. This Trade 
is driv'n by a Royal Company settled at London; which is Govern'd after a most 
prudent manner, and therefore cannot fail of success. It has stood almost these 
hundred Years, being first Confirm'd towards the middle of <Queen Elizabeth's 
Raign. A Raign famous for having, among other Things, giv'n Life to several Trad
ing Companies, particularly those of Hamborough, Russia, Greenland, the East
Indies and Turkie, all which remain to this Day. Trade was then in its Infancy; 
and there is no greater Mark of the Ignorance of those Times, in reference to 
Countries, though a little remote, then the Association which those Merchants 
made: for they joyn'd several together in one Body, for mutual Conduct and 
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Assistance. That Company which relates to the Turkish Trade, is of a particular 
sort: For it is not a Society, where every one puts .in a Sum for one General and 
United Stock: It is a Body which has nothing in Common, but a peculiar Grant 
and Priviledge to Trade into the Levant. It assumes to it self the Name of The 
Regulated Company. None are admitted into it, but Sons of Merchants, or such 
as have served an Apprenticeship to the Trade, which in England is for Seven 
Years. They give to be admitted into the Society about an Hundred and Twenty 
Crowns, if under the Age of Twenty Five Years; and double if above that Age. 
The Company commits to any one single Person their Power, nor the sole Man
agement of their Affairs, but manage their Business among themselves by the 
Plurality of Voices. So that who has sufficient to drive a Trade that will bear an 
Imposition of Eight Crowns, has as good a Vote as he that Trades for an Hundred 
Thousand. This Assembly, thus Democratical, sends out Ships, Levies Taxes upon 
all their Commodities, presents the Ambassador whom the King sends to the 
Port, Elects two C0nsuls, the one for Smyrna, the other for Aleppo, and prevents 
the sending of Goods which are not thought proper for the Levant. It consists at 
present of about Three Hundred Merchants, besides that they bring up in Turkie 
a great number of young Persons well descended, who Jearn the Trade upon the 
Place it self. This Trade amounts to about Five or Six Hundred Thousand Pounds 
yearly, and consists in Cloaths made in England, and Silver which they carry as 
well out of England, as out of Spain, France, and Italy: In exchange of which they 
bring back Wool, Cotton-Yarn, Galls, Raw Silk and Wov'n, together with some 
other Commodities of less value .... 

The Hollanders also drive a great Trade at Smyrna, and more than any other 
Nation of Europe, but they have little to do elsewhere; all their Dealing in all the 
rest of the Cities in the Levant amounting to little or nothing. Their principal Profit 
consists in carrying the Armenians and the Goods into Europe, and carryin 'em back 
again. They also make great Advantage of their Money, of which Turkie is very full. 
This money of theirs is made of base Mettle, and notoriously intermix'd with Coun
terfeit pieces. It chiefly consists of Crowns, Half-Crowns, Testons, or Eighteen-penny 
pieces, and pieces of Fifteen Sous. The Crowns and Half-Crowns for the most part 
carry the Dutch Stamp. Which the Turks therefore call As/ani, that is to say Lyons; 
in regard of their being mark'd on both sides with the Figure of a Lyon. The Ara
bians, either out of Ignorance or otherwise, mistaking the Lyon for a Dog, give'em 
the Name of Abou-Ke/b, or Dogs. The Quarter-Pieces are almost all Counterfeit; or at 
Best, but Half Silver. However the Turks are so void of Judgment and Understand
ing, that they esteem this Mony- beyond that of Spain, which they call Marsillies, 
by reason that the Merchants of Marseilles first brought it in great Quantities into 
Turkie .... 

The French are very numerous in Smyrna, and over all the Levant, there not 
being a Port of Turkie upon the Mediterranean Sea, wherein there are not several. 
They are for the most part all Proven~al/s. But the Trade which they drive is so 
inconsiderable, that one Merchant in each Place might dispatch all Business .... [T] 
he Proven~alls have formerly had in Turkie those fortunate Chances and Luckie 
Opportunities, that it is highly to be wonder'd, that they did not fill their Country 
with Wealth in that happy Conjuncture. One of those Lucky Seasons began about 
the Year 1656, and lasted Thirteen Years, during which time they drove a Trade, by 
which they gain'd Fourscore and Ninety per. Cent. 

This Trade which was really and truly a great piece of Knavery consisted in 
these Five-Sous-Pieces that have made such a Noise. For the Turks took the first 
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that were brought at Ten Sous apiece; At which rate they held UJ? for some time; 
tho afterwards they fell to Seven Sous and a half. There was no other Money Stir
ring: all Turkie was full of it; neither was there any other Many to be had; for that 
the French carri'd all the other Money away. This good Fortune so intoxicated 
their senses, that not content with such great Gains, they still thirsted after more; 
and to that purpose they set themselves to alter their own pieces of Five Sous, 
and made others of the same sort, but of base Mettle, which they Coin'd first at 
Dombes, then at Orange, and afterwards at Avignon. More then this, they Stampt 
far worse at Monaco and Florence: And lastly they made more of the same Stamp 
in the remote Castles belonging to the State of Genoa, and other private places, 
which were only Copper plated over. The Merchants of Marseilles, to utter this 
Money, brought down the price themselves, and put off their Pieces in payment, 
and to. the Many-Changers at a lower Rate then the Current Value. The Turks were 
a long time before they perceiv'd the Cheat that was put upon'em, though so pal
pable and of so great a Consequence; but so soon as they found it out, they were 
so incens'd, that they laid most heavy Impositions upon the French, using'em no 
better then Counterfeiters of Money, though the Dutch and Genoeses had a hand 
in it as well as they. Therupon they forbid'em to utter any of those Pieces which 
they cal I'd Timmins, but such as were stamp'd with the real Arms of France, which 
they also brought down and put at Five Sous apiece. So that all the European Mer
chants, except the English, were loaded at that time with great Quantities of those 
Timmins. Their Warehouses were full, whole Ships Loadings of 'em arriv'd daily, 
and they began to Coin'em in all parts. But soon after, this Money being cry'd 
down, several of those Money-Merchants lost all their Gains, and many much 

more then ever they got. 
The English were the Procurers of this Decry. For had that Money continu'd 

Currant, their Trade had been ruin'd,_ which consisted chiefly in the purchase of 
Silks. And the reason was, because the Timmin-Merchants caus'd an advance to 
be made upon the price of Silks, not caring what they gave, provided the Sellers 
would take their Pieces of Five Sous in payment. I have seen above Fifty several 
sorts of Coins of this sort of Money. But the most common sort carri'd on the one 
side a Womans Head with this Motto, Vera Virtutis Imago: On the other, the Arms of 
France, with this lmpresse, Currens per totam Asiam. 

There are no People in the World that have been more frequently cheated, or 
that are more easily gull'd then the Turks; as being naturally very dull, and thick
sku !I'd, and apt to believe any fair Sto~y: Which is the reason that the Christians 
have impos'd a Thousand Cony-catching-Tricks, and Cheats upon'em. But though 
you may deceive'em once or twice, yet when their Eyese are op'n, they strike home, 
and pay ye once for all. And those sort of lmpos.itions which they lay upon Offend
ers in that Nature, are call'd Avanies; which are not always unjustlmpositions nei
ther; they being like the Confiscations so frequent in Custom-Houses: Where for 
the most part the Chief Ministers and their Officers devour the People, while the 
Port winks all thee first time, and only exhorts to Amendment. If the Complaints 
cease, the Offence is stifled; but if the Clamour grow too loud, the Port sends to 
take off the Head of the Party accus'd, and Confiscates his Estate. By which means 
the People are satisfied, the Treasury is fill'd, Justice is done, and the Example 
remains to terrifie others. 

Sir John Chard in, The Travels of Sir John Chard in into Persia and the East-Indies, vol. 1 (London: 
Moses Pitt, 1686). 
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The Travels of Sir John Chard in into Persia and 
the East-Indies 

Sir John Chardin traveled to Persia from the Ottoman Empire. Here he 
describes the steps taken by the Safavid government to deal with famine 
in Isfahan. 

All this while the Dearth encreas'd at lspahan, and the poor people cry'd aloud 
against the excessive price of it. And indeed there were many causes of this Scar
city. First, the last Harvest did not amount scarce to the half of what they expected; 
for the Locust had devour'd the Ears. Then the whole Train of the Court was come all 
together of a sudden to lspahan before they were expected, so that they had tak'n 
no care to lay in their Stores against Winter. Moreover, at the King's first coming to 
the Crown, the greatest part of the Officers of the Empire coming to present them
selves before Him, and a vast number of private persons crouding together about 
business, or for curiosity, the Multitude of Inhabitants was encreas'd to above half 
as many again, so that of necessity the Price of Provisions must be double in Pro
portion. But the chief Reason that all things were so dear was the bad appearance 
of the Harvest at hand, which promis'd no better then the last year. For in regard 
the Harvests in these Climates are generally reap'd in the Months of June and July, 
it is easie to conjecture in March and April what the year will produce. And there
fore the Corn Merchants perceiving that there would be an infallible scarcity of all 
sorts of Grain, enhans'd their Prizes, and would not part with what they had, but 
staid till the Prizes were at the highest, so that the probability of a dearth to come 
caus'd a present Famine. Lastly, the ill Government was in part a great cause of the 
scarcity, for that the Laws were not observ'd, and the Magistrates neglected their 
duty, without fear of being punish'd. And this was the Reason that the Mochtesek, 
or Chief of the Government, receiv'd Bribes of those that sold the necessary Provi
sions, and therefore to gratifie'em he publish'd every Week the Prizes of things as 
those people desir'd; that is to say, at an excessive rate, and three quarters higher 
then in the time of the deceas'd King. For we are to observe, that it is a Custom 
in Persia, that every Saturday the Chief Justice sets the Price of all Provisions for 
the Week following, which the Sellers dare not exceed under great forfeitures. This 
Knavery then of the Judge of the City Government, who stood in no aw of the 
superior Government, was the cause that all things were sold at double and treble 
the Rate they ought to have been. 

The People therefore almost starv'd by this Scarcity, redoubl'd their Cries, so 
that they reach'd the very Gate of the Palace Royal, which mov'd his Majesties Com
passion to that degree, that he committed the Affair to Ali-Kou/i-Kaan, General of 
all his Forces. Who began his first endeavours of redress with an Act of Generosity 
and Justice, which made him dreaded by all the Merchants and Corn-sellers. He 
had commanded one of the most eminent Merchants in lspahan to send him in 
upon the place, the first day of the Market, two hundred Sacks of Wheat, and not 
to sell'em at a dearer rate then they were sold the year before. Now the Merchant 
thought that he expected a Bribe; and therefore upon the Market day, thinking 
to exempt himself from obedience to his Command he sent him two hundred 
Tomans, which amount to the value of about a thousand Pistols. Thereupon the 
Generalissimo, being highly offended, sent for him, and when he came, Dog as thou 
art, said he, is it thus thous goest about to famish a whole City? For the Affront thou 
hast done me receive a hundred Drubs upon the soles of thy feet. Which were paid 
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him at the same instant; and besides, the General condemned him in a Fine of two 
thousand Crowns; which he took to himself, sending the thousand Pistols to the 

King. 
Presently, he order'd a great Oven to be built in the Royal Piazza, and another 

in the publick Piazza, ordering the Criers to proclaim that those Ovens were fixed 
to bake those alive, that should sell their bread at a rate above the set price, or 
that should hide up their Corn. There was moreover a fire continually kept in these 
ovens, but no body was thrown in; because no body would venture the pain of 
such a rigorous punishment of his Disobedience. 

At the same time he also went himself to visit all the Granaries and Store-houses 
of corn and Meal that were in lspahanl and having taken an accompt in ~Writing of 
their Number/ every Week he commanded the Merchants to send a certain quantity 
according to the Proportion of what the Store-houses contain/d/ and not to sell but 
at a certain Price/ and not to deliver their goods to any but such as brought a Note 
under his hand. He gave the same Command for Barley: so that almost for a whole 
years time there was neither Wheat or Barley to be had without a Ticket sea I'd with 
his Signet. All the Bakers went for such a Ticket. And in regard the General knew 
full well what every one of 'em vented/ he would not permit the Baker by vertue 
of his Ticket to buy any more then what he had occasion for. To that purpose he 
prohibited the Bakers to sell to any other then those of their own Precinct/ nor to 
sell'em any more then what was needful for their subsistence according to the usual 
rate of their spending/ to the end that the Bakers should not pretend that persons 
came from abroad to buy their bread/ or that those in their Precincts bought more 
one Week than they did another/ and so that the vent could not be always equally 
proportion'd. And for the Price/ he order/d that the Batman-cha of Bread (the Royal 

, weight of Persia/ consisting of eleven pounds three quarters) should be worth an 
Abassil which makes four Groats. 

By this good management he wonderfully eas/d the People/ who before paid 
for eleven pound and three fourths of Bread an Abassi and a quarter/ or twenty 
pence; whence it also came to pass/ that there was Plenty sufficient. Thus the Com
plaints and Cries of the People ceas'd. For the Bakers being oblig/d to furnish those 
in their Precincts with as much bread as they stood in need ot no body was appre
hensive of the scarcity/ but only that he paid five farthings for that which cost not 
above four in time of plenty. And to the end that the same rate might continue, 
he sent to all the Burroughs, Towns, and Villages, from either to nine days journey 
round about, to send in such a number ofWaggon-Loads of Corn and Meal to /spa
han, and there to sell it at the net price. By which means there came enough to 
supply the City for six Months. Moreover, when any considerable Quantity arriv'd, 
he order'd it to be brought in, as it were, in triumph; the People dancing before 
with their Instruments of Musick/ and the horses being cover'd with Housses, and 
gingling an infinite number of little Bells, which together with the Acclamations of 
the Rabble made a strange, confused, and yet pleasing noise. 

Some villages there were mutiny'd and refus1d to send in their Corn; but the 
punishment of the Inhabitants of Jspahanim-cha strook a terrour into the rest. For 
the General had sent to this Place, being a great Town consisting of four thousand 
Houses, two Leagues distant from Jspahan, one of his Officers with a Command 
from the King to send at the set Price two hundred Sacks of Meal to the Capi
tal City for the present necessity. The Townsmen made answer/ 'twas nothing to 
them if there were such a Famine in the City, for that they had paid all their duties 
and Impositions for the last Harvest: that they had something else to do then 
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to send their Corn and the Meal to lspahan Market, and that those that wanted 
might come to them, for that they were not bound to sell but in their own Town. 
Thereupon the Officer remonstrated to the Principal of the Village that it was the 
Kings pleasure, and shew'd 'em the Kings Warrant which he had in his hands; to 
which their answer not being with that becoming .reverence which became 'em, 
the Officer laid his hand upon his Sword, thinking to have frighted 'em into obe
dience. But the Country fellows not understanding his hard words, fell upon the 
Officer, beat him almost blind, and tore the Kings Command, crying out, 'twas a 
Cheat and Counterfeit. 

The General highly offended at this Insolence of the Countrymen, gave the 
King an account of it, who order'd him to inflict such punishment as the Offence 
deserv'd. Upon which he sent two hundred of his Guards, who Drubb'd to excess 
the Principal of the Ringleaders. He also set a Fine upon their heads of a hundred 
thousand Crowns; which was mitigated to a third part, tho after many Petitions 
and Submissions, with a Present to the General of a thousand Pistols, which was all 
paid down upon the nail. 

Sir John Chard in, The Travels of Sir John Chardin into Persia and the East-Indies, vol. 1 (London: 
Moses Pitt, 1686). 
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